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DEMOGRAPHIC QUESTIONS

1. How long have you been creating your own philosophy courses (that is, as the primary instructor, rather than as a teaching assistant or discussion leader)?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	I’m still a TA/discussion leader


	1-5 years
	5-10 years
	10-20 years
	More than 20 years




2. How familiar are you with the experimental philosophy (x-phi) movement?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Before this session, 

I hadn’t heard of it


	I’ve heard of it, but I don’t know much about it
	Somewhat familiar
	Pretty familiar
	Extremely familiar




3. Have you ever taught with a student/classroom response system (SRS or CRS) – that is, with “clickers” – in one of your philosophy classes?

	1
	2

	No
	Yes




SURVEY QUESTIONS
4.  Based on what you know of the x-phi movement, do you think this material should be taught at the undergraduate level?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Definitely not
	Probably not
	Not sure
	Probably yes
	Definitely yes




5. Where, if anywhere, might x-phi methods and arguments best enter the philosophy curriculum?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	 X-phi is not appropriate at the undergraduate level
	Best for a general first-year studies seminar or an introductory  philosophy course 
	Best as one unit among many in a sophomore level gateway or research methods course
	Best as an upper-level seminar for majors
	X-phi could enter well in many different kinds of courses 




6. Would it be a worthwhile experiment to try a student/classroom response system (SRS or CRS) in one of your philosophy classes?

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Definitely not
	Probably not
	Not sure
	Probably yes
	Definitely yes




I.  Why use a student/classroom response system (SRS or CRS) at all?

Concerns:

· Philosophy is not fact based; we want students to analyze texts critically, rather than produce plot summaries. Clickers are best used by science instructors to figure out whether their students are following along with the content.

· Technological bells and whistles are distractions in the philosophy classroom. The best philosophy courses are “old school” (lecture and discussion). Clickers reinforce traditional classroom hierarchies and interfere with the organic give-and-take of philosophical discussion.

Hopes:

· Improved discussion, as Emily mentioned. With clickers, lesser prepared students are unable to mimic better prepared students, but must respond on their own. The anonymity also encourages quieter students to engage and all students to both own their views and take intellectual risks they might not otherwise take.

· Technological gadgetry meets millennial students where they are culturally. 

· Clickers are fun and send the message that philosophy is a live discipline.

II.  Why use this particular audience response system, Turning Technologies’s TurningPoint Anywhere system with the ResponseCard XR clicker?

For instructors….

· Easy to learn in about an hour or two.

· Poll questions can be prepared in advance both in and outside of the PowerPoint context. (There is no need to know PowerPoint.)

· Instructors also can incorporate questions on the fly.

· Data is saved for class-to-class comparison on your own computer.

· TurningPoint works with Blackboard, Web CT, and Sakai for ease in importing class lists.

For students….

· No need to purchase extra course materials, if the instructor or institution has a set.

· Relies on radio waves, not light, so there is no need to point to a particular location or worry about blockage.

· Answers are not locked in until each poll ends.

For institutions….

· One-time payment of $410 for the receiver and software and $50 for each clicker.

· Current industry standard for higher ed. Simple software and isolated nature of use suggests we won’t have to worry about constant upgrades.

III.  Why not use polleverywhere.com? Well, let’s try it….

Directions: Please read and consider the following case.

You wake up in the morning and find yourself back to back in bed with a famous unconscious violinist. He has a fatal kidney ailment, and the available medical records reveal that you have the right blood type to help. Last night, the violinist’s circulatory system was plugged into yours, so that your kidneys could be used to extract poisons from his blood as well as your own. The director of the hospital then tells you, “Now that the violinist is plugged into you, to unplug you would be to kill him. But it’s only for nine months. By then, he will have recovered from his ailment, and can safely be unplugged from you.”

Now answer two questions about this case on polleverywhere.com by using your cell phone to text your answers or by using a laptop to call up a special website and click on your answers. 

RESPONDING BY TEXT MESSAGE

Your text message will be a number that corresponds to your answer; and you will text that number to another number, polleverywhere.com’s “phone” number. (Standard text messaging rates apply. Polleverywhere.com claims that user privacy is a top concern.)

RESPONDING ON THE WEBPAGE

Go to the following webpage: 

http://www.polleverywhere.com/survey/BGWzMuR3a 

and answer the first two questions by clicking your answers.

Please read and consider a second case:

You wake up in the morning and find yourself back to back in bed with your best friend. She/he has a fatal kidney ailment, and the available medical records reveal that you have the right blood type to help. Last night, her/his circulatory system was plugged into yours, so that your kidneys could be used to extract poisons from her/his blood as well as your own. The director of the hospital then tells you, “Now that your best friend is plugged into you, to unplug you would be to kill her/him. But it’s only for nine months. By then, your best friend will have recovered from her/his ailment, and can safely be unplugged from you.”

Now answer two questions about this case by text message or web response.

Polleverywhere.com has its virtues (but its share of problems as well)….
· Instructors can create for free an unlimited number of polls on polleverywhere.com. (But each of those polls can only have 30 responses.)

· There are no clickers or receivers to purchase. Most students already own the hardware they need to respond to the polls, which is convenient. (But some students do not have cell phones, laptops, or the ability to text. And those that do may be tempted to keep texting, etc., during class in between polls.)

· Because there is no special hardware, there is no special hardware to become antiquated after a few years. (But you are at the mercy of this company’s success.)

· Your data is always available to you online, regardless of which machine you’re using.  And you can download your data to Excel. 

· You can register your students to make sure that only your students answer your polls.

· To take advantage of even basic features (such as tracking participants’ answers from poll to poll for grading purposes), instructors and/or institutions must purchase advanced plans, which start at $400/term and $700/year. This is prohibitive for individual instructors, but there are (even more expensive) institutional plans. If you could convince your whole institution to use the technology, the high price might be worth it.

· Polleverywhere.com offers lots of personal tech support to their paying users.

IV.  Why not use surveymonkey.com?

· This is the most flexible system for x-phi research. Not everyone has to take the same poll. The software allows an impressive number of question types. Survey creation is smoothly automated. And surveymonkey allows skip logic, which means you can track answers for gender effects, etc. Although this system would work in a teaching context, especially for homework polls, it would require a lot of prep.

· There is an easy way to create printouts, so surveys can be distributed manually on paper as well as online.

· There are filters which allow instructors to organize poll results based on user groups, (for example, by class, etc.)

· Non-paying users have access to all of the software features to which paying users have access, but non-paying users’ surveys are limited to 10 questions and responses are limited to 100 per month. For $20/month, surveys can have an unlimited number of questions and 1000 responses. For $200/year, instructors are allowed unlimited usage in every sense.

· http://www.surveymonkey.com/Home_PricingDetail.aspx

V.  Why not use frogmetrics?  
· Super cool (and super expensive) touchscreen clickers.

· This hardware system is marketed mainly to large corporations right now. (The company wouldn’t even respond to an informational e-mail question of mine.)

· Frogmetrics specializes in “automated analytics,” which means that their software is able to analyze data very quickly in lots of different ways. 

VI.  Where can I see this technology in action?  
Philosopher David J. Pearlman from the U. Penn Center for Bioethics offers a course in Penn’s nursing school called “Experiential Education in Ethics.” 

http://www.med.upenn.edu/apps/faculty/index.php/g358/p6537231
As a consultant for TurningPoint Technologies, he presented a PowerPoint (now posted online) for Northwestern University’s teaching and learning center about the use of clickers in this course. His PowerPoint slides are well worth sitting through, as the course is very creative:

http://www.turning-talk.com/professionaldevelopment/northwestern
