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First Call for Proposals
AAPT's llth International
Workshop/Conference on

Teaching Philosophy

I  am busy put t ing c lass mater ia ls  away f rom

rhe Spr ing semester  1995 and by the t ime you get

th is  newslet ter  you a l ready may be busy gear ing up

for the Fall semester. Either time is excellent for
thinking about what really works in teaching phi-
losophy. Therefore, I enthusiastically invite you:

TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS
AND TEACHING STRATEGIES!

ro LEAD I llo**r"o*
PANEL DISCUSSION,

OR DEMONSTRATION!

ro rorN D"orlii"o TEACHERS
IN IMPROVING THE

TEACHING OF PHILOSOPHY:

AAPT is dedicated to improving the teach-

ing of philosophy at all levels, kindergarten-gradu-

ate school ,  and presentat ions on any aspect  of

teaching philosophy are welcomed. All sessions

should be interactive.
Especially encouraged are sessions that wil l

improve the teaching of philosophy for f irst-t ime

and/or one-time-only philosophy students in the typi-

cal beginning college courses such as introductory

philosophy, introductory ethics, logic and/or critical

thinking, and the history of philosophy. Workshops

on more specialized topics such as teaching political

theory, aesthetics, philosophy in literature, feminism,

non-western philosophies, applied ethics, existential-

ism, phenomenology, philosophy of science and phi-

losophy of religion are also invited.
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From the President. . .
continued from page I

Of special interest are innovative and suc-
cessful strategies for introducing cultural and gen-
d e r  i s s u e s  i n  p h i l o s o p h y  c o u r s e s ,  t e a c h i n g
philosophy in nontraditional venues, linking phi-
losophy with other disciplines, or using new tech-
nologies. Also of interest are workshops which
will open discussion of teaching practices, both tra-
ditional ones such as paper assignments, examina-
tions, grading, lecturing, and less traditional ones
such as open syllabi, co-operative learning, class
publishing, etc.

Expanding on the Graduate Student Semi-
nars of 1990 and 1994, AAPT seeks some sessions
that will particularly benefit graduate students and
first time teachers of philosophy. Perhaps people
who were participants in the earlier graduate semi-
nars would like to share their further experiences in
teaching. We also hope to discuss issues related to
the graduate training of philosophy teachers.

FIRST DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS:
JANUARY t, L996

SECOND DEADLINE FOR PROPOSALS:
JANUARY 15, 1996

Proposals submitted by the lst deadline date
will be given preference in the schedule. Proposals
submitted by the 2nd deadline date will be accepted
as space permits.

Proposals should be prepared as follows:

4 copies of a l-2 page cover sheet, separate from
the proposal (two for review tracking, two for
scheduling purposes, if accepted):

(l) your name, affil iation (if any), address,
work and home phone numbers, email
address, if you have one, and a summer
phone number, if different from your
other phone numbers

(2) title of proposed presentation
(3) preferred length of presentation (60, 90,

or l2O minutes)
(4) style of presentation (workshop, panel,

discussion, poster, etc.)

(5) list of any special equipmenr 1'ou will
need (overhead projector.  \ 'CR and
mbnitor,computer, etc.) or any special
room set-up,

(6) a one-paragraph abstract (100-300 uordsi
to be used to describe your presennrion.
if accepted, in the conference progrirm.

3 copies of a 3-5 page proposal (2 for blind re-
viewing, one for the master file)

(1) the title of your presentation, but with-
out your name

(2) a summary of your presentation: its con-
tent, its method(s),and its goal(s)

(3) a list of handouts and materials you plan
to provide

Complete proposals should be sent to:

Nancy Slonneger, Executive Director
AAPT
Transylvania University
300 North Broadway
Lexington, KY 40508

Please share this call for
proposals with colleagues !

[Conference site and dates (early August, 1996) are
not yet final at this printing, and will be announced
in the Fall issue of AAPT News-eds.l

AAbT IrI[wS':is,'tuulistea, in:the spring, sumoer, flnd
rni .Derlilrot'rri suuil1*ion!:,,tauoery tf Mayrl and
sG}tember: I ! . : . : . ' ' i ' : ; ' i ; ' . | . | | : . . i : : ' ; ' . ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' . ' ' . . ' ' . ' ' ; : ; : ; ;
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Philosophy Teaching Exchange
A regular feature

experiences.
of AAPT News
Replies to the

sharing course materials
editors or the author are

and classroom
welcome.

A WORKSHOP ON TEACHING PHILOSOPHY
IN AN ANTI-INTELLECTUAL SOCIETY-

Marc R. Graney
Tuskegee University

Mr. Charles Barkley, the notoriously outspo-
ken star  of  the Nat ional  Basketbal l  Associat ion,  has

cla imed that  what  Amer ican chi ldren need most  is
a good educat ion.  "Al l  we do is  te l l  'em on TV
'Y'a l l  must  have a b ig house and a n ice car  and
fancy clothes,' and then we're surprised when they
go out  and t ry  to get  'em. The f i rs t  th ing we've got

to do in this country is f ind a different message to
send to our kids" (Montgomery Advertiser 10 Janu-
ary 1995,  p.  3D).

Mr. Barkley is certainly not the first to ad-

dress the problem that is often referred to as "anti-

i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m . "  I t  i s  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  I  h a v e

regarded as a form of social disease that is espe-
c ia l ly  prevalent  in  the U.S.  In accord wi th Mr.
Barkley and others, I have believed that one of the

disturbing effects of this disease is the repression
of education, an effect that is visited upon philo-

sophical education with particular virulence. Thus

I decided that a workshop on anti-intellectualism
(presented at  AAPT's 1Oth Internat ional  Work-

shop/Conference on Teaching Philosophy, August

1994) was in order. This writ ing begins with an

explanat ion of  s t rategies I  use in  the c lassroom,

which I believe are somewhat effective in dealing

with the problem of anti-intellectualism, and then

moves to an interpretive report of the workshop
itself.

A n  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l  s o c i e t y  i s ,  a s  M r .

Barkley affirms, one that values big house, nice

cars and fancy clothes above education. However,

it is also a society that values university athletics,

university administrators, and even the university

i t se l f  above  educa t i on  ( t o  say  no th ing  o f  o the r
things such as securing "grants"). Of course there
is  no d i f f icu l ty  in  c i t ing examples of  ant i - in te l lec-
tualism in society. For me, the real problem has to
do wi th conveying a "d i f ferent  message" to s tu-
dents, one that wil l further enable them to value the
particular form of intellectuality that is philosophy.

In  t he  ph i l osophy  c lass room,  I  have  em-
ployed two distinct stlategies that I believe help
students become aware of their own attitudes to-
ward in te l lectual i ty .  F i rs t ,  I  ask the students to
view philosophy as art, as a form of artistic expres-

sion. Second, I profess to students the meaning of
educat ion.

continued on page 4

DEAT { n{OnCr

AAPT Neills has just learned of the sudden
death of Louise Marcil, 50, in April. Pro-
fesso r  Marc i l  was  a  f ea tu red  p lena ry

speaker ("Du Relativisme au Pluralisme")

at  AAPT's 1Oth Internat ional /Workshop

Conference on Teaching Philosophy held
in August, 1994, at Marianopolis College,
Montr6al.
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A Workshop on Teaching Philosophy. . .
continued frorn page 3

The first strategy involves taking on the
same approach toward philosophy that is usually
taken toward music, sculpturing or any of the com-
monly recognized "fine arts." If you ask what I
mean by "phi losophy-as-art ,"  I  would say my
meaning is that any great philosophical work, like
any great painting, music composition or sculpture,
can be valued simply as a beautiful or aesthetically
pleasing work. Even in less artful realms of human
endeavor we often say that a person did a good job
of whatever it is she did. In this sense a well dug
ditch or well made hamburger is not that different
from well composed music or well sculptured statu-
ary. So, why can't we say that philosophers, who
have put together a philosophical system or who
have written a philosophical work, have, because of
their artfulness, done a good job of philosophizing?
Of courSe, the answer is that we can say this.
However, what gets in the way is the fact that we
can also evaluate philosophy in terms of its truth
value or rightness. Obviously, this is a kind of
evaluation that is inapplicable to works of fine art.
We do not value a painting as right or wrong. But
why must we, or our students, evaluate philosophy
only in terms of "right" and "wrong," "truth" and
"untruth?" To miss the art of philosophy is to miss
its intellectuality. The point is that students will learn
to appreciate intellectual substance when they under-
stand philosophy from the point of view of what is an
artful philosophical work.

In using the second strategy of professing
the meaning of education, I assume that there is,
even among the community of educators, a general
misunderstanding of what education is. I also as-
sume that students who do not understand what
education is cannot reasonably be expected to appre-
ciate intellectual substance. As professors of philoso-
phy, we are a faculty that should ident i fy the
deficiencies of our institutions of formal education,
especially the deficiency of inadvertently furthering
the misunderstanding of education. And the students,
because they have not learned what education is,
might sense this same ignorance in their educators.

Thus, I profess to my students that education
is a mix of three basic ingredients: understanding,
communication, and stories. In formal education
these three are philosophy, which is understanding,
language, which is communication, and history,

which is stories. The story is what must be under-
stood and the story-or one's understanding of the
story-must be communicated. On these terms, an
educated person can be defined as one who can un-
derstand and communicate stories, an articulate
philosopher who has something sensible to say.
And those who are unable to understand and com-
municate stories, regardless of how much mathe-
mat ics,  or  business,  or  engineer ing they know
(which of course could not be much) would not be,
nor appear to be, well-educated.

At the outset of the workshop I had asked
the participants to state why they decided to attend
this particular session, or what they were hoping to
achieve by attending this workshop on anti-intel-
lectualism. What follows refers to their comments.

The first person to comment spoke of "a gap

between my students and the subject matter of phi-

losophy." He went on to say that the gap was be-
tween the intellectual abil ity of his students and the
intellectual abil ity required to be an effective stu-
dent of philosophy. He suspected that this gap was
in large part caused by anti-intellectualism within
the students and within the environment they grew

up in. There was further discussion of this point in
terms of reference to a developing "cultural debt"
in students and throughout society, and in terms of
the tendency to "water-down" the intellectual con-
tent of courses and teach to the "minimum compe-
tency" level of the student.

Another comment expressed concern about a
growing tendency within society, and especially in
education, to "over-emphasize and over-value 'fac-

ticity'," which is at least symptomatic of anti-intel-
lectualism. This participant believed our society is

becoming one that only accepts the knowledge of
"facts" as important knowledge and, that conse-
quently, the learning of abstract concepts and con-
cep tua l  r e l a t i onsh ips  i s  be ing  pushed  as ide  as
useless and unimportant knowledge.

One of the graduate students indicated that

she was interested in identifying possibil i t ies for

the occurrence of "change" in philosophy. Her

concern seemed to be that philosophy had become,

or might become, lock'ed into overly limited meth-

odologies or points of view.
Finally, there were those participants indi-

cat ing thei r  in terest  " in  learn ing or  developing
strategies for dealing with anti-intellectualism in
the classroom." In the discussion of this particular

Page 4
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A Workshop on Teaching Philosophy. . .
continued from page 4

concern, two definit ive strategies were suggested.
The first suggestion was that the use of f i lms in the
philosophy classroom had the disingenuous effect
of seducing students into intellectuality. In other
words, f i lm has an effect that written text cannot
achieve, the effect of over-riding the student's abil-
ity to choose to be interested. The second strategy
suggested, perhaps stimulated by the first, also re-
ferred to the notion of "seducing" the student into
learning philosophy. In this case the seduction em-
ployed was to inform students of how the knowl-
edge of philosophy can be helpful to one's career.
This par t ic ipant  held that  such a seduct ion was jus-

t i f ied in  that  i t  achieved the desi red consequences:
phi losophy has been learned and ant i - in te l lectual -
ism has been d imin ished.

Throughout this commentary there were two
part ic ipants who cont inuously chal lenged both the
assumpt ion that  there was such a th ing as ant i - in te l -
lectual ism and the assumpt ion that  the term "ant i -
in te l lectual ism" had meaning.  They ins is ted that
the f i rs t  order  of  business must  be one of  def in ins
exact ly  what  ant i - in te l lectual ism is .

Now, in retrospect, it seems to me that there
is  a common thread,  running through a l l  o f  lhese
comments,  which is  usefu l  as a basis  for  def in ing
ant i - in te l lectual ism. I  am referr ing to a common
understanding of  ant i - in te l lectual ism as based on a
wrongful priorit izing that fails to give intellectuality
the highest priority. I think such wrongful priori-
t iz ing occurs when inte l lectual i ty  is  understood to
have a merely  re lat ional  va lue.  Thus the problem
is not  a mat ter  of  in te l lectual i ty  never  being valued,
nor  of  i ts  s imply being valued less that  i t  ought  to
be. The problem becomes one of intellectuality be-
ing regarded as having no value of  i ts  own.  And
having no value of  i ts  own,  i t  can never  be valued
except as being inferior to all that is regarded as
having i ts  own value.  In  other  words,  just  as i t  is
hard to bel ieve that  one who values money s imply
because i t  is  a means to power could value money
more than power, so also it is hard to believe that a
person who values intellectuality simply as a means
to a successfu l  career  (or  what  you wi l l ) ,  would
value in te l lectual i ty  more than the success.

So, if I am correct in my interpretation of
the workshop commentary, anti-intellectualism may
be defined as a belief, or ideology, which holds that
intellectuality has no intrinsic or inherent value but
that intellectuality does obtain instrumental value

to the extent that it is a means for achievins that
which does have intrinsic or inherent value.

According to the above definit ion of anti-in-
tellectualism, an anti-intellectual would be one who
may well value specific instances of intellectuality,
such as valu ing whatever  in te l lectual i ty  that  is  par t
of Edison's l ight bulb, Eiffel 's Tower, or Einstein's
theory of  re lat iv i ty ,  but  such an ant i - in te l lectual
would nevertheless hold that intellectuality cannot
be valued in i tse l f .

There is  much more to be done than the
workshop could possibly accomplish, and I am sure
the participants wanted to cover more (if not the
same) ground. Some of the participants indicated
an interest  in  cont inuing the d iscussion e i ther  by
paper or electronic mail. I hope that such interest
wi l l  be in tensi f ied by what  I  have wr i t ten here.  I
am par t icu lar ly  in terested in  a d iscussion of  what
" in te l lectual i ty"  is ,  or  is  perceived to be,  as wel l  as
of additional strategies relating to the teaching of
phi losophy in ant i - in te l lectual  surroundings.

Marc R. Graney
D e p artme nt of P hi los op hy
College of Arts and Science
Tuskegee University
Tuske gee, Alabama 36088

*Based 
on a workshop presented at AAPT's 1Oth In-

ternational Workshop/Conference on Teaching Phi-
losophy,  Mar ianopol is  Col lege,  August  1994.

SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS
The editors of AAPT News invite vou to send in

mater ia ls  fo r  pub l i ca t ion .  Share  your  ideas  about
teaching in the Philosophy Teaching Exchange, a fea-
tured section of each issue. Write a report of a paper
you have presented. Report on sessions you have at-
tended at recent conferences. Send us your thoughts
about what you have read in AAPT News. We want to
hear from you.

Submission on disk (or E-mail) are much appre-
ciated. Edit ing is done in WordStar 7.0, and Word-
Star 's f i le conversion ut i l i ty can import virtual ly any
MS-DOS word processor f i le format. So, f i les from
PFS Write, Word, WordPerfect, and others are fine.
Please include a hard copy.

D iske t te  fo rmats  o ther  than MS-DOS (App le ,
Atari ,  Amiga, Macintosh, etc.) cannot be read. Fi les
may also be sent as E-mail  to Daryl Close, Internet
76170.2351@compuserve.com; or Mark Lenssen,
Internet m-lenssen @ onu.edu.

Please cal l  us at (419) 44'7-6442 (Tif f in Univer-
sity) or (419) 772-2197 (Ohio Northern University)
for guidel ines for submissions.-The editors
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1995 Election Results

Dear AAPT Members:

Although there were some difficulties with
this years election mailing, we finally have results
to report! First, I think a few words concerning the
difficulties we had are in order. Our first mailing,
as many of you probably noticed, did not include a
return envelope for ballots and hence many did not
know where to send them. After a small return, we
decided it would be best to re-run the election, this
time including a return envelope. We accepted any
ballots which were returned to us by the end of
June. However, most ballots (including ones from
Canada and all coasts of the United States) were
returned by June 12,1995.

One final note. Some members observed
that biographical information was not included for
one of the candidates for At-Large Member of the
Board. We rely on candidates to send biographical
information to us, and any omissions are a result of
not receiving that information from the candidate.

That said. here are the election results:

Vice President:

At-Large
Board Members:

James Campbell
The University of Toledo

Phyll is Woloshin
Oqkton Community Colle ge

Tasha Moehle Rushing
Salem College

Constitutional Amendments :
1) That the number of members-at-large on

the Board be increased by one, so that
there would be three members-at-larse on
the Board.
PASSED

That the past Executive Director of the
AAPT be a member of the Board.
PASSED

Nancy Slonneger, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Transy lvania U niv e rs ity

2)
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Bibliography

TEACHING THE CANONS OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY
IN HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES AND

UNIVERSITIES: THE SPELMAN COLLEGE EXPERIENCE
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exhaustive, l ists works which, in one form or an_
other, are concerned either with questions about the
origin and sources of Western philosophy or with
questions about the supposed objectivity of knowl_
edge in the Western canon. Among the types of
questions to which some of these readings are re_
sponses are the following: (i) What makes reason,
and hence rat ional i ty ,  the determinant  of  knowl_
edge as is generally supposed in the Western philo_
sophical  t radi t ion? Besides,  whose reason is  used
as the measure of knowledge-male and female?
whi te and people of  co lor  co l lect ive ly? ( i i )  Sup_
pose one adopts the Kantian dictum of the logical
interrelation of concepts and experience for the ac_
quis i t ion of  knowledge;  and assuming for  the sake
of argument that concepts are innate; whose experi_
ences are the point of reference for knowledge any_
way, given that experiences are bound by certain
contingent features such as the kind of society, and
hence the cul ture,  in to which one is  born;  one's
race;  one's  c lass;  and one's  gender? The cr i t ica l
invest igat ion of  these issues is ,  among other  th ings,
what underlies the various works here l isted.
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Philosophy," in African Philosophy, Third edition,
(ed.) Richard Wright. Lanham, New york and London:
University Press of America, 1984.

continued on page I
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Bibliography of Western Philosophy. . .
continued from page 7

Onyewuenyi, Innocent, "Is There an African
Phi losophy? in Afr ican Phi losophy, (ed.)
Tsenay Serequeberhan. New York: Paragon
H o u s e . 1 9 9 1 .

Outlaw, Lucius, "African'Philosophy': Decon-
struct ive and Reconstruct ive Chal lenges," in
Contemporary Philosophy: A New Survey, Yol.
5, African Philosophy, (ed.) Guttorm Floistad.
Marin Nijhoff Publishers, 1987.

tion of Races'," in SAPINA Newsletter, Vol. IV
(l), January - Iuly 1992, pp. l3-28.

**Popkin, Richard H., "The Philosophical Basis
of Eighteenth-Century Racism," in Studies in
Eighteenth- Century Culture, Vol. 3, (ed.) Harold
E. Pagliano. Case Western Reserve University
Press. 1982.

"Hume'sRacism." in The Philo-
IX (Nos. 2-3),  Winter-sophical Forum, Yol.

Spring, 1977 -78.

Potter, Elizabeth, "Locke's Epistemology and
Women's Struggles," M odem Engen^dering : C riti-
cal Feminist Readings in Modern Western Philoso-
phy, ed. Bat-Ami Bar On. New York: SUNY
Press .1994.

**Safro, Kwame, "How Not to Teach African
Philosophy, in the APA Newsletter on the Black
Experience, Computer Use, Feminism, Law,
Medicine qnd Teaching, Vol.  92 ( l ) ,  Spring
1993, pp. 29-31.

* * *Serequeberhan, Tsenay (ed.), African Philo so-
pfty. New York: Paragon House, 1991.

Wright, Richard (ed.), African Philosophy. Lan-
ham, New York and London: University Press of
America, 1984.

***designates works with addit ional bibl iog-
raphies
**designates works that are highly recom-

mended

Clarence Shole Johnson
Spelman College
Atlanta, GA

T
L eaching Philosophy provides an

open forum for the exchange and
evaluat ion of ideas, information and
mater ials concerned with the teaching
of philosophy. Published quarterly,
Teaching P hilo so p hy explores

experimental  and
interdiscipl inary

courses with

phi losophical

content as well
as innovative

teaching methods

and classroom

stratagems.

"Has had
considerable impact on the profession

and promises  more . . .  .H igh  qua l i t y  in
both content and format."

-Michael Hooker (Bennington)

Editon Michael Goldman Miami Universitv

Inst i tut ional Subscript ion $63 Individual Subscript ion 926
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"Out of the Mouths of Babes"
or

"Quotable Quotes"
One of the perks of being a philosopher who

has the good fortunate to teach INTRODUCTION TO
PHILOSOPHY is the opportunity to read papers that
might contain insights into the nature of things or ad-
vice on moral matters, to name only two. For those
of you to whom this perk is unavailable because you are
only allowed to teach senior philosophy majors and
graduate students, we are pleased to give you the follow-
ing example (which no doubt will cause you to become
insanely jealous of the rest of us philosophy teachers):

"lf you were suffering from an eternal illness or
pain, I think it would be acceptable to ease the
pain and suffering by termination." [from Mark
Lenssen, Ohio Northern Universityl

What is so intriguing about this piece of ad-
vice is that it forces us to come to grips with a pro-
found problem: if an i l lness or pain is eternal, one
must  f igure out  HOW to go about  terminat ing i t .
(Hey, Mark-have YOU figured it out yer?) In any
event, just remember,

"you can't change your mind after death."

As Director of the QQs Center, it is our duty
and obligation as well as our responsibil i ty to remind
you of the importance of identifying students who are
socially conscious and crit ically reflective and who
have the potential for becoming members of our Re-
search Staff here at the QQs Center. This adds even
more significance to the importance of reading stu-
dent papers carefully. Besides, you never know when
you might come across a future polit ical genius who
only needs a l itt le encouragement from you to pursue
a career in polit ics. To assist you, we wil l give you
an example with which we were especially impressed:

"Affirmative action is supposed to give equal op-
portunity to all human beings that possess the
same qualif ications and skil ls, not the same level
of  consciousness."

We bet YOU thought affirmative action had to
do with equal levels of consciousness-HA! So put
THAT in your pipe and smoke it.

Students can also be excellent commentators on
metaphysical matters. As proof, we offer you this QQ:

"Only ideas exist,"patterns of temptation sus-
pended in time'."

Natura l ly  a l l  those pat terns of  temptat ion
make it difficult to walk the straisht and narrow. es-

pecially when the temptation has to do with SEX.
This temptation is on the rise because, unbeknownst
to us (and to you too, no doubt).

"Sex is becoming more known as a pleasure act."

So just WHAT is a person to DO about all
these "patterns of temptations", especially when they
are "suspended in time"? It hardly seems fair; after
all, i f they are suspended in time, how do you know
when one is yours and when it 's not yours?

Well, you might be lucky enough to find a
good suggestion lurking in a student's paper about
WhAt tO dO if YOU FEEL THE URGE TO HAVE SEX
just in case you aren't married. We found this one:

"lf I was not dating someone, or was not mar-
ried, and felt the urge to have sex, I would deem
it immoral and would do something else; l ike
play volleyball."

If, however, you are sexually frustrated yet
have no desire to play volleyball, you might think
there is no way you can be helped-but that's all
wrong. We were informed of other alternatives:

"I think that if people are sexually frustrated,
they should look to another outlet for relief, e.g.,
taking up a sport or finding a hobby."

(Remember, all these revelations are a result
of our reading papers written by INTRO students.
Don't you feel ASHAMED that YOU didn't publish
these first?)

Sometimes our students' profundity is enough
to make us think we are really STUPID and that they
are the ones who should be teaching Introduction to
P h i l o s o p h y .  I m a g i n e  a  p h i l o s o p h y  t e a c h e r ' s
astonishment upon learning that

"War has always been an unpleasant experience,
history has shown us that."

Or imagine one's perplexity upon being asked
to consider a question such as

"War is immoral during times of peace, but is it
fair to say war, or more specifically killing, is
immoral during times of war?"

We hate to admit it but this question sure had
us stumped, even though we were given a hint-that
war is immoral during times of peace. Here we are

continued on page 10
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Quotable Quotes. . .
continued from page 9

being asked whether it is fair to say that war is im-
moral during times of war. Since we couldn't figure
out the answer, we decided to resort to skepticism.
But, we wondered, is skepticism plausible?

Fortunately we were able to answer tftis question,
thanks to something we had read in another magnum opus:

"skepticism is plausible. For every belief there
is a contradicting one out there somewhere."

This made us feel much better about not being
able to answer the first question: no matter WHAT
answer we gave, it wouldn't matter because out there
(where, we do not know) would be a belief that con-
tradicted ours. Besides, there are enough beliefs to
go around so EVERYBODY can have one:

"There is a belief for everyone. It is necessary
for each person to find that belief."

However, be careful about having just any ol'
belief you find. Here is a piece of advice we found in
our archives:

"It is always good to doubt things; I think that if
you believe everything you heard you'll go crazy."

So we asked ourselves another  quest ion (at
this point we were beginning to wonder if we were
actually enjoying infl icting mental torture or our-
selves): should we stick with skepticism (so we don't
go qazy, which is the LAST thing we need to do), or
is there a problem with skepticism? We didn't have
to waste time trying to figure out the answer because
it appeared as a deus ex machina:

"The problem with skepticism is it can keep one
holding back and analyzing and thereby not let-
ting you actively engage in life. The reason for
this is because all you do is think about how you
doubt what is knowledge. How can you get into
life if all you do is sit there and doubting thing,
what fun is that?"

Now ticr is a question we could answerl and
rhe answer Is-that is absolutely No FUN AT ALL.

Speaking of fun (our MOST favorite topic of
all t imes), and since this column is appearing in a
SUMMER issue of AAPT News (we LOVE summers
at the QQs Center), naturally our thoughts turned to
doing fun things l ike water-skiing and boating and
swimming in lakes. But at the same time we realized
that doing such fun things would raise environmental
questions, and they are these:

"The questions raised concern sensual beings and
landscapes."

Being as how we didn't want to get into those
"patterns of temptation" mentioned earlier, what with
questions coming up about sensual beings and land-
scapes (we never  know what  might  g ive us THE
URGE TO HAVE SEX), we thought it best to ignore

them. So we started pondering (for what reason we
have NO idea) a hypothetical case: what if we didn't
have a place to go boating or swimming or water-ski-
ing and then someone proposed building a dam that
would not only create hydroelectricity but would also
create a lake so we could do all those fun things yet
would cause the extinction of some ol' stupid species
of f ish that you can't eat and nobody even knows why
it exists and so would it matter if i t became extinct?
It then occurred to us that we were getting awfully
tired of raising questions and feeling l ike we had to
answer them so we decided this was the LAST one
we'd ask for awhile (after all, i t IS summertime at the
QQs Center). We sti l l  needed an answer, however, so
we consulted one of the members of our Research
Staff and we got an answer to the dilemma (which we
had made up just so we'd have another question to
answer, which is beyond US why we wanted to have
to do that). For one thing,

"By producing electricity through water, more people
would be able to have a better type of electricity."

(Upon finding that out, we immediately began
mak ing  a r rangemen ts  f o r  t he  QQs  Cen te r  t o  be
equipped with that type of electricity; why settle for
regular electricity when there is a better type?)

In addition,

"Hydroelectric power benefits far more than the
species of f ish bbcoming extinct that seems to
have no purpose by being in the river. By pro-
ducing e lect r ic i ty  through water ,  more people
would be able to have better electricity. ...In this
day and time, people are becoming to love the
outdoors and all the things they can do outside.
By building this dam, people would be able to
enjoy the outdoors without having to worry so
much about different things such as fish, trash,
etc. People would be able to enjoy the outdoors
without all the hassle of having to deal with gar-
bage. They would be able to go boating. swim,
or water-ski in an environment that is somewhat
controlled of what it contains since there is elec-
tric currents running through the water."

An  EXCELLENT answer ,  we  though t ;  t he
mere thoughr of trying to do those fun summer things
in a lake inhabited by trash and garbage and fish is
enough to give us the heebie-jeebies. We sure do
hope we'l l get the chance to do our fun things in a
lake that has electric currents in it and which keep out
all the junk and nasty fish so we'l l be able to have
some hassle-free fun. If anybody out there knows of
such a lake, please send brochures to the QQs Center.
Please specify the voltage running through the lake.
And we thank you.

Mary Ann Carroll, Director of the QQs Center,
(contingently and sometimes necessarily associ-
ated with the Center for the Promotion of Fun) at

. Appalachian State "Fun" University, located in
the Fun Town of Boone, which is situated in the
Fun Area of the Fun Blue Ridge Mountains of
North Carolina, where too many Fun Questions
can drive a Fun Person crazv.

I
I
I
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American Association of
Philosophy Teaclters

Membership Dues Form

Memberships are for the calendar year. Upon receipt of dues, your name will be placed on the
mailing list and you will receive any remaining issues of the Newsletter for that calendar year. If
we receive your dues after the fall Newsletter has been mailed, your membership will begin the
following calendar year.

If you have any questions about the status of your membership, please feel free to contact the
Executive Director by e-mail at "aapt@music.transy.edu" or write to: Dr. Nancy Slonneger,
AAPT, Transylvania University, Lexington KY 40508.

MEMBERSHIP RATES
I vr. 2 ws.

. . . . .$20 $30

; fl; l;:
$s00

full amount for life membership may be
over the period of one year)

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
INCLUDE:

* Discount on conference registration
* Subscription to the AAPT Newsletter

(published quarterly)
* Subscription to the upcoming AAPT-L
(upon request)

* Access to the upcoming AAPT Web Page

Please detach and return this form with your membership dues to: Dr. Nancy Slonneger, AAPT,
Transylvania University, 300 N. Broadway, Lexington, KY 40508.

Name:

Address:
City: StatelProvince:

Telephone: (W)
Country:

zip $\:
E-mail:

Is this a renewal I or new membershipfl ?
Please check membership type: fl Regular E Student I Emeritus I I-ife
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $

(H)

Page LL



AAPT News - Summer 1,995

:lil.l:l.l# F,$

SOART} FTEMBER.S
'  " "  

' :n*ts* 'Neweu,ne;t16 
:

Califirrnia State :Univernity at Long Beach
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, : 
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Richard,E" Ilart :
' ' Blaomfreld College of New Jersey
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r , Salem College
At.Large Bodrd Member

:: Phyllis woloshln
Oakton Community College

At-Large Board Membef
Daryl Close

Tiffin University
A'lPT News Co-Editor

Mark Lenssen
Ohio Northern University

AAPT News Co.Editor
Richard Wright

Western IVIichi gan lJnivCrsity' Psst Executive Director
Nancy A. Slonneger

Transylvania UniversitY
Executive Director

August 10-12,1995 - Tenth Annual Conference on Com-
puting and Philosophy, Carnegie Mellon Univ. Contact
Marvin Croy, Program Chair, Philosophy, Univ. of North
Carolina at Charlotte, Charlotte, NC 28223, Internet:
mjcr.oy@unccvm.uncc.edu Conference coordinator is
Robert Cavalier at CAAE, Smith Hall, Carnegie Mellon Univ.,
Pinsburgh, PA I 521 3, Intemet: rc2z@ andrew.cmu.edu.
October 26-28, 1995 - Conference on "Closing Minds
on Open Quest ions in  Educat ion,"  Tal lahassee,  FL.
Sponsored by Florida State Univ. Contact Rodney Allen
at 904-644-2999, E-mail: rallen @ mailer.fsu.edu
December 27-30, 1995 - American Philosophical Assoc.
(APA), Eastern Div., New York Marriott, New York, NY.
April 3-6, 1996 - American Philosophical Assoc. (APA),
Pacific Div., Westin Hotel, Seattle.
April 3-6, 1996 - Assoc. for Philos. of Education (with APA).
Theme: Technology and Education. Papers due Dec. 15,
1995. Send 5 copies to hof. Joel Rudinow Philos., Sonoma
State Univ., l80l E. Cotati Ave., Rohnert Park, CA 94928.
Apr i l  24-27,  1996 -  Amer ican Phi losophical  Assoc.
(APA), Central Div., Palmer House, Chicago. Papers
due Sept. l, 1995, to Linda Smallbrook, APA, Univ. of
Delaware. Newark, DE 197 16.

These listings are drawn in part from Nancy Simco (ed.),
The Philosophical Calendar, published by The Confer-
ence of Philosophical Societies.
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